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Mr. LAFALCE. I yield to the gen-

tleman from New York. 
Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 

neighbor, colleague and friend for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, let me just say for the 
record, to be quick here, I want to as-
sociate myself with the remarks of the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. LA-
FALCE), the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. REYNOLDS) and the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. HOUGHTON). The 
four of us worked on this. 

This is a question today about fair-
ness, about using current information. 
We know that Renewal Communities 
work. This legislation this evening 
makes it fair for everybody to become 
involved. I am pleased to associate my-
self with the hard work that has been 
done by the committee staff, as well as 
both the gentlemen from New York and 
our friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. REY-
NOLDS). 

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. LAFALCE. I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York. 

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman. 

I want to salute my two colleagues 
from Erie County and representing the 
Niagara frontier, as well as the distin-
guished gentleman managing the rule 
from the Southern Tier.

b 1930

This piece of legislation does a great 
deal to help the western New York 
area. I just want to salute the leader-
ship of the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. LAFALCE) and the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. QUINN) for their efforts 
of making this a reality today as it 
comes through the House; and, hope-
fully, we will see that support in the 
Senate. It will greatly help our area re-
cover. 

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
REYNOLDS) for his assistance with the 
Republican leadership.

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 3100. 

H.R. 3100 will allow Renewal Communities 
to amend their boundaries by adding census 
tracts meeting the program’s criteria based on 
2000 census data. The 40 Renewal Commu-
nities designated by HUD were required to 
use 1990 census data. 

The objective of the Community Renewal 
Tax Reform Act of 2000, CRTRA, is to sta-
bilize and invigorate distressed communities 
by providing special targeted incentives di-
rectly to businesses. These incentives are de-
signed to expand jobs and business invest-
ment by making it more beneficial to stay or 
relocate in areas that have been experiencing 
job/population loss. 

It would seem logical that those areas that 
have continued to deteriorate should be eligi-
ble to use the most current data available—
2000 census—to expand their boundaries. 

It is important to note that no existing Re-
newal Community will be adversely affected. 
Only those communities that have increased 
poverty levels and continued to lose busi-

nesses and jobs would apply to HUD to 
amend their boundaries. The same qualifying 
criteria will apply to adding new census tracts. 
No Renewal Communities will be able to in-
clude more than 200,000 in population. All 
tracts must be contiguous. 

The economic expansion for most of the 
United States during the decade of the ’90s 
was not experienced in Upstate New York. If 
NYC is taken out of the equation, New York 
ranks 49th out of the 50 States in job creation 
and business expansion during the ’90s. The 
Buffalo/Niagara Falls SMA lost more jobs and 
population than any city in the country during 
that time. The August median sales prices for 
homes sold in the Buffalo area last month was 
only $85,000, an indicator of the economic 
conditions. 

Finally, there should be no budget impact, 
as the parameters of the program will remain 
unchanged. Thank you Mr. Speaker for sched-
uling H.R. 3100 on the floor of the House of 
Representatives today. I urge all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to support 
this bipartisan, commonsense legislation.

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I with-
drawal my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FLAKE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

H.R. 3100
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. EXPANSION OF DESIGNATED RE-

NEWAL COMMUNITY AREA BASED 
ON 2000 CENSUS DATA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1400E of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to des-
ignation of renewal communities) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(g) EXPANSION OF DESIGNATED AREA 
BASED ON 2000 CENSUS.—At the request of the 
nominating entity with respect to a renewal 
community, the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development may expand the area of 
such community to include any census 
tract—

‘‘(1) which, at the time such community 
was nominated, met the requirements of this 
section for inclusion in such community but 
for the failure of such tract to meet 1 or 
more of the population and poverty rate re-
quirements of this section using 1990 census 
data, and 

‘‘(2) which meets all failed population and 
poverty rate requirements of this section 
using 2000 census data.
Any such expansion shall take effect as pro-
vided in subsection (b).’’

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if 
included in the amendments made by section 
101 of the Community Renewal Tax Relief 
Act of 2000.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3100, the bill just passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
f

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO INTER-
STATE AND INTERNATIONAL 
COMMERCE AND THE TRAVELING 
PUBLIC AND THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE TRUCKING, RAIL, 
AND PASSENGER TRANSIT IN-
DUSTRIES TO THE ECONOMIC 
WELL BEING OF THE UNITED 
STATES 
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 567) recognizing 
the importance of surface transpor-
tation infrastructure to interstate and 
international commerce and the trav-
eling public and the contributions of 
the trucking, rail, and passenger tran-
sit industries to the economic well 
being of the United States, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 567

Whereas prior to 1890, the United States 
lacked a holistic, intermodal surface trans-
portation system that linked rural towns 
and farmland to urban areas and cities for 
the purposes of travel and interstate com-
merce; 

Whereas the emergence of the automobile 
and truck after 1900 created a public demand 
and economic need for improved roads, high-
ways, and byways; 

Whereas the United States transportation 
construction industry has built 3,900,000 
miles of roadways, 200,000 miles of freight 
and passenger railroad track, and 5,800 miles 
of mass transit track with more than 2,300 
stations; 

Whereas the construction of roads and 
highways requires the skills of numerous oc-
cupations, including those in the con-
tracting, engineering, planning and design, 
materials supply, manufacturing, distribu-
tion, and safety industries; 

Whereas by 2020 the number of registered 
vehicles in the United States is expected to 
grow from 225,000,000 to about 275,000,000, re-
quiring improvements to roads and high-
ways; 

Whereas the industries which design, con-
struct, and maintain roads and highways 
generate $200,000,000,000 for the economy an-
nually and sustain about 2,200,000 jobs; 

Whereas the advent of the truck, and tech-
nological advances expanding its cargo ca-
pacity, dramatically increased the ability of 
the United States to transport goods more 
quickly and efficiently; 

Whereas the trucking industry had 
$606,000,000,000 in gross freight revenues, rep-
resenting 87.5 percent of the Nation’s freight 
bill in 2000; 

Whereas intercity trucks logged 
1,093,000,000 ton-miles in 1999, representing 
almost 30 percent of the total domestic 
intercity ton-miles logged by all modes; 

Whereas commercial trucks consumed 
more than 44,000,000,000 gallons of fuel and 
paid $30,500,000,000 in Federal and State high-
way-user taxes in 1999; 

Whereas by 2013 the total number of com-
mercial trucks will increase by a third, from 
6,000,000 to 8,000,000; 

Whereas there were 3,090,000 truck drivers 
in 2000 and 9,900,000 employed throughout the 
United States economy in jobs that relate to 
the trucking industry in 1999; 
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Whereas trucks transported more than 83 

percent of the value of trade between the 
United States and Mexico and more than 73 
percent between the United States and Can-
ada in 1999; 

Whereas prior to the development of a na-
tional system of roads and highways for 
automobiles and trucks, the railway system 
served as the primary mode of interstate 
travel for the American public and facili-
tated goods movement throughout the 
United States; 

Whereas America’s freight railroads carry 
more than 40 percent of the Nation’s inter-
city freight, including approximately 70 per-
cent of vehicles from domestic manufactur-
ers and more than 65 percent of the Nation’s 
coal to coal-fired plants; 

Whereas railroads in the United States 
originated nearly 33,000,000 carloads of 
freight, including more than 9,000,000 inter-
modal trailers and containers, and had a 
freight volume of 1,530,000,000,000 ton-miles 
in 2000; 

Whereas on average it costs 29 percent less 
to move freight by rail in 2000 than it did in 
1981 and 59 percent less in inflation-adjusted 
dollars; 

Whereas from 1980 to 2001 Class I freight 
railroads invested more than $290,000,000,000 
to maintain and improve infrastructure and 
equipment and reduced the number of train 
accidents per million train-miles by 64 per-
cent; 

Whereas the railroad industry employed 
more than 230,000 workers in 2001, including 
engineers, conductors, clerks, executives, 
and maintenance workers; 

Whereas railways and railroads move peo-
ple and commodities in an efficient way and 
contribute more than $30,000,000,000 to the 
economy through wages, fringe benefits, pur-
chases, and taxes; 

Whereas intercity buses provided passenger 
and package express service to over 4,000 
communities nationwide, most of which have 
no other form of public intercity transpor-
tation; 

Whereas intercity buses carry over 
770,000,000 passengers annually and provide a 
variety of services, including fixed-route, 
charter and tour, airport express, and long-
haul commutes; 

Whereas intercity buses provide an inte-
gral link in the intermodal network serving 
airports, train stations, and transit hubs 
throughout the Nation; 

Whereas the public transportation system 
in the United States includes buses, trolley-
buses, vanpools, jitneys, heavy railways, 
light railways, commuter railways, cable 
cars, monorails, aerial tramways, and ferry-
boats; 

Whereas Americans used public transpor-
tation a record 9,500,000,000 times in 2001 and 
transit ridership has grown 23 percent since 
1995; 

Whereas public expenditures to operate, 
maintain, and invest in public transpor-
tation systems in America amount to about 
$23,500,000,000 each year; 

Whereas there are more than 360,000 transit 
employees who work to operate, maintain, 
and manage America’s public transportation 
system; 

Whereas public transit helps to reduce ve-
hicular traffic congestion on roads and high-
ways and leads to cleaner air; 

Whereas public transit continues to be one 
of the safest modes of travel and helps con-
serve energy and reduce America’s depend-
ency on foreign oil; and 

Whereas public transit has provided the el-
derly and millions of Americans with disabil-
ities expanded mobility and freedom to trav-
el United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the transportation construc-

tion, trucking, railroad, intercity bus, and 
passenger transit industries, and those pro-
fessionals who design, operate, build, and 
maintain the rights of way along which 
trucks, freight trains, buses, and commuter 
trains travel— 

(1) for the immense contribution they 
make to the economy by facilitating inter-
national and interstate commerce; 

(2) for their contribution to the freedom of 
the traveling public which uses roads, high-
ways, and railways for the purposes of busi-
ness and leisure; and 

(3) for their conscientious effort to im-
prove safety, increase efficiency, and better 
the environment in communities throughout 
the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 567, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all time 
allotted to me be allotted to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GARY G. 
MILLER), and I further ask unanimous 
consent that he be permitted to yield 
time from that time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

I rise today in support of House Res. 
567, ‘‘Recognizing the importance of 
surface transportation infrastructure 
to interstate and international com-
merce and the traveling public and the 
contributions of the transportation 
construction, trucking, rail, intercity 
bus and passenger industries to the 
economic well being of the United 
States.’’

On October 1, I introduced this bill, 
along with 11 of my colleagues, to show 
the Congress’s gratitude to the men 
and women who continue to provide 
America with an efficient and reliable 
transportation system. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill recognizes the 
vital role the transportation construc-
tion, trucking, rail, intercity bus and 
passenger transit industries play in the 
United States’ economic well-being. 

The trucking industry alone has 
transported more than 83 percent of 
the volume traded between the U.S. 
and Mexico, and more than 73 percent 
between the U.S. and Canada in 1999. 
There are now 6 million commercial 
trucks, and that number will increase 
to 8 million by 2013. Between the grow-
ing number of trucks and the fact that 
the registered vehicles are expected to 

increase from 225 million to 275 million 
by 2020, we are fortunate to have such 
an efficient and reliable transportation 
construction industry. 

The transportation construction in-
dustry sustains 2.2 million jobs and has 
provided us with 3.9 million miles of 
roadway. America’s freight railroads 
are responsible for carrying 70 percent 
of the vehicles from domestic manufac-
turers. America’s freight railroads also 
carry more than 40 percent of the Na-
tion’s intercity freight. While the rail 
industry has met the growing economic 
demand, it has also lowered the cost of 
moving freight by 29 percent since 1981. 
Public train ridership has also grown 
by 23 percent since 1995. 

Public transit also plays a significant 
role in providing added convenience to 
Americans’ lives. Public transit as a 
whole helps to reduce vehicular traffic 
congestion on roads and highways and 
leads to cleaner air. Intercity buses 
alone carry over 770 million passengers 
a year. In 2000, the total public expend-
itures to operate, maintain, and invest 
in public transportation systems 
reached $23.5 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend the surface transportation infra-
structure community for the immense 
contributions they have made at both 
an economic and societal level. The 
surface transportation community has 
continually bettered the transport of 
goods and services and facilitated tran-
sit for the traveling public. 

I would like to thank the gentleman 
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) 
and their staffs for the hard work they 
have given on this measure. I know I 
speak on behalf of Congress when I 
commend the hard-working men and 
women in the surface transportation 
industry who are continually giving 
their services to provide America with 
a reliable transportation network.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H. Res. 567, as 
amended, that recognizes the signifi-
cance of the surface transportation in-
frastructure to interstate and inter-
national commerce and the traveling 
public and recognizes the contributions 
of the trucking, rail, intercity bus and 
passenger transit industries to the eco-
nomic well-being of the United States. 
As the Nation moves toward a more 
competitive global economy, the state 
of our surface transportation infra-
structure increases in importance. The 
investments made in the Nation’s 
transportation infrastructure also pro-
vide good family wage-paying jobs and 
contributes significantly to the Na-
tion’s health. 

Throughout the 107th Congress, the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure has worked diligently to 
advocate adequate funding for trans-
portation programs. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot stand here in 
praise of surface transportation with-
out drawing to the attention of the 
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House a genuine surface transportation 
emergency. As we praise surface trans-
portation, we are aiding and abetting 
the decline and worsening of a major 
indispensable component of that sys-
tem. We saw this emergency arise just 
weeks ago, and we abetted it then. It 
was clear that Amtrak could not con-
tinue to go forward without first emer-
gency funding and then an appropria-
tion that would guarantee the rail 
service in the United States of America 
would continue. In fact, the adminis-
tration came forward with $100 million 
in loan-guarantee funding, pending 
congressional consideration of the Am-
trak appropriation. 

Mr. Speaker, the emergency is now 
upon us, and it is upon us hot and 
heavy. The Committee on Appropria-
tions has just denied Amtrak’s request 
for $1.2 billion that is necessary to 
keep the full system running. Instead, 
they appropriated $762 million. Now, 
this amount, and here I am bringing to 
the floor what the Department of 
Transportation Inspector General says, 
is not enough to continue current oper-
ations, which he sets at $1.2 billion. 
This appropriation went down on a 
straight party line vote. 

Now, understand what we have done. 
These folks say they must have $1.2 bil-
lion to continue the intercity railway 
transportation of the United States, 
which criss-crosses this country. We 
have cut it by one-third. I am going to 
take my time to indicate what that 
one-third means and what districts in 
this House are going to wake up with-
out railway transportation if we leave 
it that way. 

This amount is less than one-half of 
the funding for the entire national net-
work of passenger rail transportation 
that is now in place. What it means, I 
say to my colleagues, is this: that in 
order to get down to this $150 million, 
which is all that would be allowed to be 
spent in 2003, 13 of the 18 long-distance 
train routes would have to go. That is 
2.3 million riders. Let me be more spe-
cific, because I want to find out, well, 
how does that break out when we get 
down to brass tacks. How it breaks out 
is this, listen for our cities, because 
these are the cities that are going to be 
without national intercity passenger 
rail travel: Dallas, Denver, New Orle-
ans, San Antonio, Salt Lake City, Tuc-
son, Atlanta, Little Rock, Pittsburgh, 
and Houston. They would lose all pas-
senger service. I am here to sound the 
alarm. I have not named Washington, 
D.C., but I believe I must bring to the 
attention of my colleagues the rollcall 
I just went through who is in fact in 
danger. 

The administration, despite its study 
after study, has come forward with ab-
solutely no Federal plan. Instead, it 
sends the railroad to two sources, one 
is the private sector. Are we kidding? 
Do we know why there is an Amtrak? 
Because the private sector went broke 
and said to the Federal Government, if 

you do not take over passenger service, 
there is not going to be any. There 
would not be any Amtrak if the private 
sector could do it unsubsidized. Okay, 
said the administration, then go to the 
States. That is even more outrageous, 
more distressing. Every State in the 
Union is facing a horrific deficit, every 
State in the Union. They are running 
the worst deficits in a generation, and 
that is because of the sad state of the 
national economy, not because of any-
thing the States have done. So we are 
sending them to the States? 

The Dow Jones was at a 5-year low 
today, I say to my colleagues. Check it 
out. Today it was at a 5-year low. What 
does that tell us about the national 
economy? What does that tell us about 
going to the States to save Amtrak? 
The States will tell us, at the very 
least, I gave at the office, because the 
States have already contributed $1 bil-
lion. Where is our contribution of $1 
billion? 

The administration came forward 
with something called the Amtrak Re-
form Council. Oh, how misnamed can 
an entity be. They have indeed studied 
the issue, and then they studied it 
again and they are still studying it. No 
plan, still. That is a bankrupt strategy; 
and, I say to my colleagues, if we go 
home with a third of the amount Am-
trak needs cut, we will have a bank-
rupt railroad system when we return. I 
do not even want to get into what this 
means to the economies of certain sec-
tions of the country, like the Mid-At-
lantic States, the Northeast, and cer-
tainly the Midwest States that are 
going to lose all service. 

We subsidize every major form of 
transportation. I sit on the Sub-
committee on Aviation. We just came 
forward with another subcommittee 
bill to help aviation out just last week. 
Thank goodness we give millions to 
buses and Metro, to roads. That is in 
our tradition, and I am glad of it. Do 
we really expect to provide passenger 
service in the 21st century in our coun-
try completely unsubsidized? If so, we 
would be the only self-supporting rail 
system in the world. We are not nearly 
that good, nor is any other society. 

Mr. Speaker, we may be the only 
world economic power in the world 
today, but if we do not take action be-
fore the 107th Congress closes, we will 
be a second-class transportation power 
without a fully operating rail system. 
It would do irreparable harm to our 
transportation system and to our coun-
try to let Amtrak sink. We must do 
more than pass cosmetic resolutions 
such as the one we pass today. I ask my 
colleagues to help me and to help our-
selves to save the Nation’s passenger 
railroad system.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 567, which recognizes the im-
portance of surface transportation infrastruc-
ture to interstate and international commerce 
and the traveling public, and recognizes the 
contributions of the trucking, rail, and pas-

senger transit industries to the economic well 
being of the United States. 

The Nation’s surface transportation indus-
tries, and the workers they employ, have 
made immense contributions to the quality of 
life in our communities, the nation’s economy, 
and our competitiveness in the world market-
place. Each day, the American people and 
American businesses benefit from reduced 
travel times, increased productivity, and im-
proved safety as a result of their efforts. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, economic 
growth, prosperity, and opportunity have fol-
lowed from the development and operation of 
the Nation’s infrastructure. From the ‘‘internal 
improvements’’ of the early 1800s—such as 
canals, locks, and roads—to the Interstate 
Highway System of today, infrastructure im-
provements have been the foundation of our 
economic growth. To take just one example, 
between 1980 and 1991, almost one-fifth of 
the increase in productivity in the U.S. econ-
omy was attributable to investment in high-
ways. 

Our Nation’s highways, transit and rail sys-
tems not only provide the backbone of our 
economy by moving people and goods, they 
also employ millions of workers and generate 
a significant share of total economic output. In 
1999, transportation-related goods and serv-
ices generated 11 percent of our total Gross 
Domestic Product. 

In addition to facilitating economic growth, 
our transportation system has a significant im-
pact on the daily lives of nearly all Americans. 
Americans rely on safe and efficient modes of 
transportation in their day-to-day activities. 
The average household spends about 18 per-
cent of it income on transportation, more than 
any other expense except housing. 

Surface transportation industries, and the 
workers they employ, have accomplished a 
great deal. But their work is not finished. We 
hope their achievements will inspire a re-
newed dedication to keeping America’s trans-
portation system the finest in the world.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time.

b 1945 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FLAKE). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, House Resolution 567, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘Resolution recognizing the impor-
tance of surface transportation infra-
structure to interstate and inter-
national commerce and the traveling 
public and the contributions of the 
trucking, rail, intercity bus, and pas-
senger transit industries to the eco-
nomic well-being of the United 
States.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.
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